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A Message From The President
BIG has afforded me numerous 
opportunities (a soapbox, perhaps) to talk 
and write about interesting topics, and not 
just those related to BIG's core mission of 
career development and equal employment 
opportunity, but also events in American 
history in general and black history 
specifically.  Of course, I will be the first to 
say that I haven't made any history of my 
own, I just get to talk about it.  But, since 
we just marked the 49th anniversary of 
Selma, Alabama's "Bloody Sunday", I hope 
that will change next year when we reach 
the historic 50th anniversary.  So, I can't 
resist the opportunity to write about it, 
perhaps sharing something you didn't know 
or helping you reflect on how far (?) we've 
come.

On March 7, 1965, armed officers in Selma, AL, beat back demonstrators, led by Rev. Hosea 
Williams of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) and Congressman John 
Lewis, then President of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), as they 
attempted to cross the Edmund Pettus Bridge headed for Montgomery, AL.  (The bridge is 
surprising small and easily overlooked since it only spans 1,248.1 feet.) The march grew out of 
the voting rights efforts of African Americans in Selma organized as the Dallas County Voters 
League (DCVL) who called on the larger SCLC and SNCC organizations for support.  And, with 
television cameras rolling and newspaper cameras flashing, on this fateful day in 1965 - yes after 
the historic passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 that we just commemorated - Selma officials 
used night sticks, tear gas, and mounted troops to charge and beat the crowd of about 600 
marchers.  Undeterred, leaders of the DCVL, SCLC, and SNCC sought a court ordered 
injunction to sanction the march.  But, Federal District Court Judge Frank Johnson, the same 
Judge Johnson who had found the forced segregation of Montgomery's bus system to be 
unconstitutional, instead issued a temporary restraining order making any further marches across 
the bridge illegal until further review.

Member of  The Week   
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Adelphi Laboratory Chapter
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So, in a symbolic but not totally defiant gesture, on March 9, 1965, dubbed "Turnaround Tuesday", Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. led 
approximately 2,500 demonstrators on a march up to the Edmund Pettus Bridge but not across, followed by a short prayer session. 
Confident that the march would ultimately take place, demonstrators remained in Selma in anticipation of the order being lifted.

Judge Johnson's restraining order was lifted on March 17, 1965.  The judge's ruling noted the demonstrators' First Amendment rights to 
petition their goverment for the redress of grieveances and concluded that those rights could be exercised by marching, including along 
public highways.  The ruling did however include one caveat - for public safety reasons, it limited the number of marchers to no more 
than 300 participants on the two lane portions of Highway 80.  Insisting that even with this limitation, Alabama could not protect the 
marchers, Governor George Wallace sent a telegram to President Lyndon Johnson noting that Alabama did not have enough troops and 
could not bear the financial burden.  President Johnson in turn issued an executive order on March 20, 1965, federalizing the Alabama 
National Guard (i.e. the federal government would foot the bill) and authorizing whatever additional forces the Defense Secretary 
deemed necessary.

And, so on March 21, 1965, the 5 day march from Selma to Montgomery began.  Although only a few hundred started out because of the 
limitation, that number ultimately swelled to 25,000 by the time they reached the rally on the steps of Governor Wallace's state capitol 
building on March 25, 1965.

I share this story with you today not in the hopes that you will be as interested in history as I am but to do my part to ensure that Bloody 
Sunday, Turnaround Tuesday, and the 5 day March from Selma to Montgomery in 1965 will never be forgotten.  And, in doing so I hope 
we will also remember those who paid for this cause with their lives so that we can live in this much changed world here in the U.S. 
today - Jimmie Lee Jackson, the black farmer killed by a Selma deputy sheriff on February 18, 1965, in the protest to the Selma 
courthouse that sparked the Selma to Montgomery march, Reverend James Reeb, a white Unitarian minister who had traveled form 
Boston to join the march who was killed on the night of Turnaround Tuesday and who was refused treatment at the Selma public 
hospital, and Viola Luizzo, a white housewife and mother of five who came down from Detroit to join the march and who was killed in 
Selma on the final day of the march, later that night as she used her car to drive marchers home.  Let's not forget their bravery and 
sacrifice but let's also not forgot what like minded people of all races, genders, and classes, can accomplish for the betterment of all 
society. 

Shirley A. Jones, Esq.
Region XI Council President

Foot Soldiers Chapter EEO Chairs Round Table
Saturday, March 22, 2014

 
Chapter EEO Chairs (or Chapter Presidents in their absence) are invited to attend our Region XI Council's 
Annual Foot Soldiers EEO Round Table on Saturday, March 22, 2014 in the 2nd floor conference room at 
the NOAA Headquarters in Siver Spring, MD.  

The meeting will provide an opportunity to hear the vision of BIG Natioal EEO Chair David Prince and hear about 
the definitive role of the agency EEO office as presented by the EEOC's Sandra Adams.  The session will close 
with an open forum for the EEO chairs to discuss ongoing concerns and initiatives.  A continental breakfast catered 
from Whole Foods from 9:30 am to 9:55 am will precede the 10:00 am meeting start time.  As always, please 
remember to bring your government identification for ease of entry into the NOAA building at 1325 East-West 
Highway, Silver Spring Maryland, located adjacent to the Silver Spring metro stop and with free parking adjacent 
thereto.   For more information, contact Region XI Council President Shirley Jones or Region XI Council EEO 
Chair Carolyn Thompson at www.bigrxi.org. 
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36th Annual National Training Institute

Bally's Las Vegas | 3645 Las Vegas Boulevard South | Las Vegas, NV 89109
 
Thank you for planning to attend Blacks In Government 36th Annual National 
Training Institute in Las Vegas, NV July 28th - July 31st, 2014.  We are pleased 
that you will be joining us and look forward to seeing you in Las Vegas, NV.
 
Please use the below link to create and manage your housing reservation(s). The 
Bally's reservation website was developed exclusively for Blacks In Government 
to ensure you enjoy a secure and seamless reservation experience.
 
Please note that upon booking your reservation, your credit card will be 
required to reserve the room but will not be pre-charged. To avoid a one night 
charge, please ensure all changes and cancellations are made at least 72 hours 
prior to scheduled arrival date.

Should you have any questions regarding hotel reservation policies, please 
contact the hotel directly. We look forward to your arrival. If you would like to 
preview the property and all of its amenities please visit www.caesars.com 
 
Click To Create and Manage On-Line Hotel Reservations 
Phone Reservation: 1-800-358-8777 -Blacks In Government Group code is 
SBBIG4 
 
For additional information concerning BIG's 2014 NTI 
please E-Mail Mr. Richard Shields
Richard.Shields@bignet.org
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The National Institutes of Health (NIH) is currently advertising for the following positions under the NIH Pathways 
Internship Program.  The NIH Internship Program is for current  students who are enrolled in high school, college, 
professional, technical, vocational, and trade school; or certificate program lasting at least  one year.  See announcement  for 
further guidance. 
 
Vacancy Announcement #:         HHS-NIH-IN-14-1061313
Title:                                            NIH Intern –Biological Science Laboratory Aid/Technician
Series/Grade:                               GS-499-01/05
Open/Closing Date:                     March 06, 2014 – April 10, 2014 

Vacancy Announcement #:         HHS-NIH-IN-14-1060936
Title:                                            NIH Intern – Engineering Aid/Technician
Series/Grade:                               GS-899-01/05
Open/Closing Date:                     March 06, 2014 – April 10, 2014
 
Vacancy Announcement #:         HHS-NIH-IN-14-1060901
Title:                                            NIH Intern – Laborer
Series/Grade:                               GS-3501-01/04
Open/Closing Date:                     March 06, 2014 – April 10, 2014
 
Vacancy Announcement #:         HHS-NIH-IN-14-1054293
Title:                                            NIH Intern – Program Support Assistant (OA)
Series/Grade:                               GS-399-01/04
Open/Closing Date:                     March 04, 2014 – April 03, 2014
 
Vacancy Announcement #:         HHS-NIH-IN-14-1056079
Title:                                            NIH Intern – Program Support Assistant (OA)
Series/Grade:                               GS-399-05/07
Open/Closing Date:                     March 04, 2014 – April 03, 2014 

Interships

Please contact Jenny Leland,Office of 
Wo r k f o r c e D e v e l o p m e n t a n d 
Planning, NIDDK
Building 31, Room 9A-27
Bethesda, Maryland  20892
(301) 496-6407 (Direct)
(301) 594-7772 (Office Main Line)
(301) 480-0243 (Fax)

Department of the Interior | Agency: Bureau of 
Reclamation | Location: Bismarck, ND

Office Automation Clerk GS-0326-05 - 
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/
363351900
Area Manager- GS-0340 14/15 - 
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/
363580600
Budget Analyst, GS-0560-09/11 - 
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/
363601500
Contract Specialist: GS-1102-09 - 
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/
363708700

Job Announcements

MEMBERS PLEASE SHARE: 
If you would like to submit chapter events, success 

stories and important information to share region wide 
for inclusion of the weekly newsletter, please send 

to giftedregion@gmail.com.
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The$ONLY$way$to$start$the$
2014$riding$season$is$

BLESSED!
The$Kingdom$Knights$invite$you$to$join$us$
as$our$First$Knight,$Pastor$Anthony$G.$

Maclin,$delivers$a$POWERFUL$message$and$
special$biker$blessing!$You$do$NOT$want$to$
start$the$2014$riding$season$anywhere$else!

ALL$bikers$are$welcome$to$join!$Come$
wearing$your$biker$attire$and$club$colors.

We$are$awarding$many$trophies$this$year.

There$will$be$free$food$after$the$blessing.

Directions$from$the$Capitol$Beltway$
ID95/ID495:

From$Baltimore:$
Exit$15B$Central$Ave.$(MD$214$West),$Left$at$
the$light,$Kingdom$Square$is$on$the$left.

From$Virginia:$
Exit$15$Central$Ave.$(MD$214$West),$Left$at$the$

light,$Kingdom$Square$is$on$the$left.

Directions$from$Washington,$DC:$
East$Capitol$Street$turns$into$Central$Ave.$(MD$

214$East),$cross$Southern$Avenue$and$continue$on$
Central$Ave.$Kingdom$Square$will$be$on$the$right.

THE LARGEST 
BIKER SUNDAY 
in the dmv

7TH$ANNUAL$
BIKER$SUNDAY

SUNDAY, May 4, 2014
10:00$AM$SERVICE

BLESSING$ALL$$

bikers!

The$Sanctuary$at$Kingdom$Square
9033$Central$Avenue

Capitol$Heights,$MD$20743
Phone:$301_333_9033

www.atthesanctuary.org
Lydell$(Hustleman)$Hagans
$President,$Kingdom$Knights
Anthony$G.$Maclin,$Pastor

Region XI is doing BIG Things!

CHAPTER PRESIDENTS, EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS & MEMBERS:
Please encourage your members to join 
our mailing list. We need your support to 
help increase BIG’s positive visibility 
within the government community and 
beyond. The advice in the President’s 
remarks, the job announcements, tips 
from experts, and the event 
announcements contained herein are 
indeed useful to members. Members 
may join by emailing: 
giftedregion@gmail.com

Norwegian  Cruise  Line’s  newest  ship  combines  the  most  magnificent  ameni es 
Norwegian  has  to  offer  with  The  Waterfront,  an  innova ve,  industry-first  open-air  
promenade  designed  to  connect  guests  with  the  ocean  like  no  other  cruise  ship.  A  
constant  connec on  of  freedom,  energy  and  excitement  flows  throughout  678  Ocean  
Place  and  every  unique  space  and  experience.  Award  winning  Freestyle  Cruising®  that  
offers  more  choices  in  dining,  ac vi es,  and  entertainment  giving  you  the  freedom  to  
vaca on  your  way.   

NORWEGIAN  GETAWAY  ESCAPE  TO  THE  TROPICS 
Join  UMOJA  Chapter  of  Blacks  In  Government  for  an  unforge able  educa onal   
scholarship  fundraiser  cruise  on  the  Norwegian  Getaway  on  11  October  2014  from 
Miami.  Sail  with  us!  Have  fun  with  us! 
And  help  a  great  cause! 

To  book:   Send  a  email  to   
Morgann  Royster-Smith  
at UMOJACruise@gmail.com  to 
receive  addi onal  informa on  and  
book  your  fabulous  cruise! 

7  Day  Cruise: 
Star ng  from/Per  Person 

Inside  $814.92   
Oceanview   $894.92 
Balcony  and  Family 
Staterooms   $994.92 
Depar ng  from  Miami. 
Ports  of  call: 
Philipsburg,  St.  Maarten 
St.  Thomas,  Nassau 
Deposit  to  hold  your  room:   $250.00   
Prices  include  taxes  and  fees,  air  and  
travel  insurance  is  not  included 
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BLACKS IN GOVERNMENT
Coast Guard Chapter
Scholarship Program

Post Office 612 
Waldorf,  MD 20604

2014 Scholarship Program
The Blacks In Government Coast Guard Chapter Scholarship Program 

is accepting applications from high school students who will be 
graduating this spring.   A complete application package must be 

submitted to the Scholarship Program committee no later than March 
15, 2014. 

For additional information contact:  Ms. Gail Jackson, Scholarship 
Committee Chair at 202-372-1329 or Gail.M.Jackson@uscg.mil.  Applicants 

may also seek to participate in the Coast Guard’s Oratorical Competition, 
which provides youth the opportunity to enhance their communication skills. 

http://www.bignet.org/regional/CGHC/index.htm
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Scholarships for High School Students

BLACKS IN GOVERNMENT
Department of Labor Chapter
Scholarship Program
Post Office Box 2223
Washington, DC  20013-2223
Click here to download application

2014 Scholarship Program
The Blacks In Government Department of Labor Chapter’s (BIG-
DOL) Scholarship Program is accepting applications from high 
school students who will be graduating this spring.   A complete 
application package must be submitted to the Scholarship Program 
committee no later than March 15, 2014. 

For additional information contact: Cheryl Sims, Chair at 202-691-7671 
or Sims.Cheryl@dol.gov; or Shirley Ashton, Co-Chair at 301-535-1138 or 
Shirleyashton47@gmail.com; or Lisa Hawkins at 202-691-6920 or 
Hawkins.Lisa@dol.gov .

https://www.facebook.com/bigcgchapter

BLACKS IN GOVERNMENT
Department of Health and Human Services/
College Park Complex Chapter
Click here to download application

2014 Scholorship Program
The HHS/College Park Complex Chapter is pleased to 
announce that it will award at least three $1,000 academic 
scholarships and at least two $500 Reginald Bennett and 
Garnett Wood Book Awards in 2014.
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
To be considered for a book award or scholarship, the applicant 
must:
¨Be a graduating senior from an accredited secondary educational 
institution in one of these areas (BIG Region XI, http://
www.bigrxi.org/): District of Columbia, Charles County, MD, 
Montgomery County, MD, Prince Georges County, MD, 
Alexandria, VA, Arlington County, VA, Fairfax City, VA, Fairfax 
County, VA, Falls Church, VA, Loudon County, VA, and Prince 
William County, VA.
¨Enter a four-year university or college as  a full-time freshman in 
the Fall of 2014;
¨Have a scholastic average of at least 2.75 on a 4.0 scale;
¨Not be an immediate relative (son or daughter) of a member of the 
Rhoma Johnson, Ph.D.n
240-402-2066 (phone)
301-436-2632 (fax)
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March is Women’s 
History Month
The Library of Congress, National Archives and Records 
Administration, National Endowment for the 
Humanities, National Gallery of Art, National Park 
Service, Smithsonian Institution and United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum join in paying tribute to 
the generations of women whose commitment to nature 
and the planet have proved invaluable to society.

About Women’s History Month

Women’s History Month had its origins as a national 
celebration in 1981 when Congress passed Pub. L. 97-28 
which authorized and requested the President to 
proclaim the week beginning March 7, 1982 as 
“Women’s History Week."  Throughout the next five 
years, Congress continued to pass joint resolutions 
designating a week in March as "Women’s History 
Week."  In 1987 after being petitioned by the National 
Women’s History Project, Congress passed Pub. L. 100-9 
which designated the month of March 1987 as 
“Women’s History Month."  Between 1988 and 1994, 
Congress passed additional resolutions requesting and 
authorizing the President to proclaim March of each 
year as Women’s History Month.  Since 1995, Presidents 
Clinton, Bush and Obama have issued a series of annual 
proclamations designating the month of March as 
“Women’s History Month.”  

Executive and Legislative Documents

The Law Library of Congress has compiled guides to 
commemorative observations, including a 
comprehensive inventory of the Public Laws, 
Presidential Proclamations and congressional resolutions 
related to Women’s History Month.

Read More at: http://womenshistorymonth.gov/
index.html

Women History Month Events 

March 13 - Panel
7th Annual Forum on Women in Leadership: Women in 
Congressional Leadership
A panel of five former Congressional Representatives 
and Senators discusses their personal journeys and 
advice they would offer to young women entering the 
field.  (National Archives)

March 20 - Concert
The Washington Women in Jazz Festival Quintet will 
showcase the music of Melba Liston, one of the great 
American jazz trombonists.
(American Art Museum, Smithsonian Institution)

March 20 - Open House
The Rare Book and Special Collections Division will 
have an Open House with a curatorial display of works 
written, illustrated, and collected by women entitled 
Celebrating Creative Women: A Curator's Choices.
(Library of Congress)

RXI Weekly
Ask The Expert

If you know an expert in a professional field that may like an 
opportunity to provide expert advise to our members, they may 
sponsor space in the regional weekly by submitting their request via 
email to giftedregion@gmail.com for consideration.
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