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A Message From The President
Thank You!  Thank You!  Thank You!

“I’m doing what I was put on this earth to do.  And I’m really grateful to have something that I 
am passionate about and that I think is profoundly important.”  Marian Wright Edelman

I initially joined Blacks In Government because of my passion for Black History Month and 
my desire to see its continued celebration at 
my agency, the U.S. Government 
Accountability Office (GAO).  Ultimately, 
that passion became a steadfast 
commitment to support and lead the GAO-
USACE chapter’s efforts to proactively 
advocate for equal opportunity and the 
upward mobility of African American 
government employees at all levels and in 
all positions while also giving back to the 
local community through important efforts 
such as our annual youth oratorical 
program for D.C. High School students.  

I reflect on that here today after having 
recently been presented with our national 
organization's Meritorious Service Award 
during the closing banquet of our recent 
National Training Institute (NTI) in Las Vegas.  And, I am more certain than ever that I am in 
the right place at the right time and that this is indeed the job for me.  As both a GAO Assistant 
General Counsel and BIG Region XI Council President, I know that I am using my God-given 
talents for their intended purpose.  In fact, serving in the various positions within BIG at the 
chapter, regional, and national levels over the past several years have not only allowed me to 
use my legal skills but they have also allowed me to use and hone my skills in public speaking, 
effective written communication, advocacy, and definitely, time management.  These 
opportunities to serve have not only been enlightening for me about the needs of government 
employees in general but they have also presented me with powerful platforms.  Undoubtedly, 
I am a better attorney, a better supervisor, and indeed a better person because of it.

Importantly, I feel good about what we have accomplished together here in Region XI and 
indeed within our organization overall and I remain committed to aggressively serving and 
advocating for the interests of African American government employees.

Member of  The Week:  
Christian Blackman, State Department Chapter

RXI Weekly
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 And, as I head towards the home stretch of my second term as Region XI Council President, my goals are to:

(1) increase opportunities to share useful information with you,

(2) personally provide even more support to our chapters across the Region,

(3) continue to increase BIG's visibility within our agencies and within our communities so that every current, former, and potential 
member will know BIG's value-added to government careers,

(4) triple our advocacy efforts, and 

(5) most importantly to partner with you for our overall success. 

I strongly believe that together we can continue to drive the change we collectively want to see across our federal, state and local 
governments, just as our BIG founders envisioned we would.  But, we need all hands on deck.  Actually, we need more hands on 
deck.  So, call me or email me, and let me personally thank you for the recognition at the NTI and for allowing me to serve your 
interests.  But, I'm not looking to have a love fest with you.  I also want to hear your thoughts on how we, the Region XI Council, 
can indeed do even better.  And, in closing here, I want to personally thank all of the Region XI chapter presidents, chapter officers, 
and especially the Region XI Council officers and committee chairs who all make me look good.  If I could break off little pieces of 
the award and give it to you, I would. 

Shirley A. Jones, Esq.
Region XI Council President

  
Nonprofit organizations like Blacks In Government  (BIG) depend on the generous support of our members and others within our 
government agencies and communities who participate in the many fundraising efforts that you see announced here in the Region 
XI Weekly.  Importantly, these fundraisers in their totality support our very important  mission-related activities, such as our annual 
youth programs, chapter and regional career development  training opportunities, and other important efforts. While we are unable 
to catalog in the pages of the RXIC Weekly all of the activities that our chapters participate in, please know that  your fundraising 
dollars are indeed being well spent  through chapter youth scholarships, community service activities, and career development 
speakers.  So, we hope that you will participate in these efforts and understand the ways in which they support the BIG mission.

Region XI Fundraising Notice

“If I have been of service, if I have glimpsed more of the nature and essence of ultimate good, if I am inspired to reach 
wider horizons of thought and action, if I am at peace with myself, it has been a successful day.” Alex Noble

mailto:giftedregion@gmail.com
mailto:giftedregion@gmail.com


If you have information to submit to the weekly announcements send to: giftedregion@gmail.com by COB Thursday for posting the following week. 
Submissions must be in one of the following formats: PDF, MS Word, MS PowerPoint or JPG,  PDF format is preferred.

RXI Weekly
  
Yahari H. Butler, Tri-City President (Ft. Meade, 
MD) has returned from his deployment at  Bagram 
Air Field, Afghanistan.  After having served in a 
dual-hatted capacity as his organization's 
COMSEC Custodian and Machine Room Manager 
(MRM), Yahari has returned to his regular 
job which includes picking up where he left off 
with the Tri-City  Chapter.  If you recall, when 
Yahari shared his story  briefly  with us in the RXIC 
Weekly back in April, he said that he saw his tour 
of duty as a once in a lifetime opportunity to serve 
and support his country  in a war zone 
environment, without having to be directly  on the 
front line, so to speak.  Now that he's back, he has 
agreed to share that once in a lifetime opportunity 
with us at our September Council meeting on 
Saturday, September 13, 2014, at  the NOAA 
headquarters, 1325 East-West Highway.  All are 
welcome to attend to hear his story and help  us 
celebrate his return.  Our Council meetings start 
promptly at 10 am and after a few preliminary 
business matters, you will hear directly  from 
Yahari.  We hope to see you all there.

He's Back! 

Come Welcome Yahari Butler Back and 

Hear His Deployment Story at our

 September Council Meeting

Saturday, September 13, 2014

Share on social media: Justice for Michael Brown
On Saturday, August 9th, Michael Brown was shot and killed 
by police. We will not rest until justice is served. Help us 
demand answers. Spread the word on social media: We will 
not allow Michael Brown's death to be swept under the rug.
I stand against police brutality, and will not rest until 
#JusticeforMichael is served. 

Join us: http://naacp.org/ferguson 
#NAACP
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2014 AAFEA TRAINING WORKSHOP
MARSHALL CONFERENCE CENTER, WASHINGTON DC

SEPTEMBER 8 – 9, 2014
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AAFEA, Inc. invites you to attend our 2014 Training 
Workshop: Leading People, September 8th and 9th, 
2014. This year, the workshop will be held at the 
Department of State's George C.

Marshall Conference Center in Washington DC. This 
two-day event features a three-track curriculum that 
focuses on the programs, policies, practices, and 
processes that promote career-enhancing 
opportunities and the core subjects critical for 
becoming a member of the SES. Our workshop 
leaders include current and retired members of the 
SES, Ivy League faculty, and corporate executives.

Speakers include Veronica Villalobos (SES), Office 
of Personnel Management, Director - Office of 
Diversity and Inclusion; Clarence Johnson (SES), 
Department of Defense, Director - Diversity

Management and Equal Employment Opportunity, 
Office of the Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel 
and Readiness); Dr. Jarris Taylor (SES), Air Force, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for

Strategic Integration; and Georgia Coffey (SES), 
Department of Veterans Affairs, Deputy Secretary 
for Diversity and Inclusion.

This workshop is intended for government 
employees and military personnel with experience at 
the GS-13 and above level (or equivalent experience 
outside the federal government). AAFEA 
membership is not required to attend the workshop.

Attendees must register in advance in order to 
attend. Registration closes on September 2nd, 2014; 
there will be no onsite registration. Only confirmed 
registrants will be admitted. To register please visit 
www.aafea.org/workshop.html

If you have additional questions or need more 
information, please send us an email or contact us at 
866-600-4894.”

Click here to download the entire brochure

AAFEA, Inc presents

Submitted by: Ms. Christian Blackman
Carl T. Rowan Chapter, President

NOW Generation Coordinator
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Blacks In Government (BIG), NIH Chapter and Victoria Gross, Strategist, Black Portfolio, Office of Equity, 
Diversity and Inclusion are co-sponsoring a discussion entitled “Navigating Your Career -Traveling the Pathway 
for Your Future”

When:   Thursday, August 21, 2014 

Where:  Lipsett Auditorium, NIH Campus, Building 10

Time:   12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

The panel discussion will feature panelists’ stories of success in navigating their respective career paths.

THE PANELISTS:

•       Dr. Yvonne Maddox, Acting Director, The National Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities, (NIH)

•       Dr. Elfreda Massie, Senior Vice President at Blackboard Connect, Harcourt Achieve, and Catapult Learning

•       Cynthia Dunn, Director, Equity, Diversity & Inclusion, Internal Revenue Service (IRS)

•       Paula Davis, Former Member, Board Directors, National Organization Blacks In Government (BIG)

OTHER INFORMATION:

ASL interpreters will be provided.  Individuals with disabilities who require reasonable accommodations to 
participate in this event should contact

Victoria A. Gross, Strategist for the Black Portfolio, at (301)451-0746, via email Victoria.Gross@nih.gpv or 
through the Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.

Event inquires, contact Gayle Gwyn, 1st Vice President, BIG/NIH Chapter, at 301-594-6411 or via email 
ggwyn@mail.nih.gov.

NAVIGATING YOUR CAREER 
TRAVELING THE PATHWAY FOR YOUR FUTURE

Submitted by: Gayle J. Gwyn
1st Vice President, Blacks In Government, NIH Chapter, Region XI

P. O. Box 484, Kensington, MD 20895-484, 301-594-6411, ggwyn@mail.nih.gov
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Region XI is 
doing BIG Things!

BIG MEMBERS:
Please encourage your members to join our mailing list. We need your support to 
help increase BIG’s positive visibility within the government community and 
beyond. The advice in the President’s remarks, the job announcements, tips from 
experts, and the event announcements contained herein are indeed useful to 
members. Members may join by emailing: bigcomrxi@yahoo.com

Members can sign up separately for the National office newsblasts by visiting the 
national website at www.bignet.org and opting in for those announcements.

CHAPTER SUCCESSES
REGION XI IS ALWAYS DOING BIG THINGS

 Success stories describing your chapter's recent successes through 2014 are greatly appreciated as we show BIG's 
value added in the community and in the workplace.  While we may not have the space to run full page stories we 

would love to highlight your successes through photos and/or a summary of your chapters successes. Chapter 
successes may include but not limited to scholarship activities, fundraisers, special events and community service.  

Please submit your chapter success stories to the below address. 
SUBMIT TO: GIFTEDREGION@GMAIL.COM

   

CHAPTER SCHOLARSHIPS
CELEBRATING SUCCESS STORIES OF OUR YOUTH

 Please pull together your chapters scholarship results from prior years thru 2014. We would love to hear how your 
chapter’s scholarships have worked for the youth.  Feel free to share if they have graduated from college with a 

degree, started a business or even started their own organization to help others.  
All submissions need to be submitted by September 1, 2014, no more than one page.  

SUBMIT TO: GIFTEDREGION@GMAIL.COM

SPECIAL EDITION NTI NEWSLETTER
 NTI  Attendees, We Want to Hear From You, Especially 1st Time Attendees

 
We would like to hear from 1st time NTI Attendees and those who are willing to 

share brief descriptions of classes that were particularly meaningful for your career 
development.  Your brief thoughts will be shared in an upcoming Special Edition NTI 

Newsletter and/or here in the RXIC Weekly.  Please send your comments to Region XI 
Council President Shirley A. Jones, Esq. using the email address on the first page of 

this weekly or through the Ask The President link on the bigrxi.org website.   
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Let’s Beat the Hump Day Blues
Come Party With The

at
Timbuktu Restaurant and Lounge (Lower 

Level)
1726 Dorsey Road

Hanover Maryland 21076

August 23, 2014
9:00PM – 1:00AM

Donation: $30.00 Advance
           $35.00 Door

(Make checks payable to: DIA Chapter, Blacks In Government)

Serving Hors D’oeurves 
Cash Bar

DIA Chapter of Blacks In Government
Save
The

Date!

Supports the DIA Chapter Scholarship Fund
By more Information contact: 

Vernard Madden (410) 340-9088
April Powers-Matthews (443) 962-3681
Consuelo Dunnington (240) 338-5510
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BIG PENTAGON CHAPTER 
ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP 

FUNDRAISER 
FISH-FRY 

Date:       Saturday, September 13, 2014 
 
Location:  Home of The Rogers 
 13617 Tree Leaf Court  
 Upper Marlboro, MD 20774 
 
Time:  1:00 p.m. until Dusk 
 
Cost:  
 Fish Dinner:  $10.00 
            Fish Sandwich:  $7.00 
            Sides:   $2.00 
 
MENU:   
Fish:    Fried Whiting (filet); Fried Croaker (Bone) 
Sides:  Mac & Cheese, Potato Salad, Green Beans, Corn Bread  
    and more!!! 
 
Point of Contact: 
Gail Rogers    (301) 574-1361 Mary Thomas   (703) 614-7793 
Curt Banks     (301) 535-9492 Dr. Hezekiah Braxton  (301) 203-8681   
Farnese Hicks   (703) 692-0151 or (301) 577-3078 
  

BRING YOUR APPETITE – BYO CHAIRS / SUPPORT OUR CHILDREN 
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For more information and/or to order via a paper form, contact:
Janaka Clark                        (240) 491-8121 Patricia Martin             (301) 433-2613 
Shirley Ashton                      (301) 535-1138             Robin Matthews           (240) 481-0656
Cheryl Blair-Kijewski          (703) 754-6016 Michael Parrish           (301) 728-2183
Hallie  Rene’  Glascoe                      (540)  654-5587 Cheryl Sims                  (202) 386-3779
Lisa Hawkins                       (240) 338-4418 Tawanna Watson (240) 328-4416

Proceeds Benefit the BIG-DOL Scholarship Program

Order Online
www.yankeecandlefundraising.com

Use Group Number:    990065813

Online Orders are shipped right to your doorstep!!!

Selection of over 150 Items
Candles, Candle Holders, Air Fresheners, Gift Wrap, etc.

Paper Brochures and Order Forms are also available

Deadline for Orders:  October 24, 2014
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GET ON THE BUS! 
HARRY T.MOORE CHAPTER ATLANTIC CITY BUS TRIP 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 23, 2014 
Pick Up: 8:00am/Drop Off: 10:00pm  

Departure Location: Woodstream Church  
9800 Lottsford Road, Mitchellville, MD 

For tickets, contact Tinisha Board at tboard@usaid.gov 

TICKETS    
ONLY  $50 

$25  SLOTS  
REBATE 
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Date:  Saturday, November 1, 2014 

Time:  8pm – 12:00am  

Location: Washington Navy Yard 

 1454 Parsons Ave, Bldg. #211  

 Washington, DC 20374 

Pictures will be taken on the red carpet at 7:45pm 

          For More Information Contact: 
  Tashea Brodgins – (240) 393-7793 or Email: tbrodgins@yahoo.com 

Shannon Chaney – (202) 344-1536  
                     All proceeds to benefit chapter programs and scholarships  

Please wear or bring a  
Mask 

to the occasion 

Sponsorships are available….  
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Miscellaneous Deductions     
Can Cut Taxes
Provided By: IRS Tax Tips - August 15, 2014

You may be able to deduct certain miscellaneous costs 
you pay during the year. Examples include employee 
expenses and fees you pay for tax advice. If you itemize, 
these deductions could lower your tax bill.  

Here are some things the IRS wants you to know about 
miscellaneous deductions:

Deductions Subject to the Two Percent Limit.  You can 
deduct most miscellaneous costs only if their total is more 
than two percent of your adjusted gross income. These 
include expenses such as: 

• Unreimbursed employee expenses.
• Expenses related to searching for a new job in the same 

line of work.
• Certain work clothes and uniforms.
• Tools needed for your job.
• Union dues.
• Work-related travel and transportation.

Deductions Not Subject to the Two Percent Limit.  
Some deductions are not subject to the two percent limit. 
They include: 

• Certain casualty and theft losses. Generally, this applies 
to damaged or stolen property that you held for 
investment. This includes items such as stocks, bonds 
and works of art.

• Gambling losses up to the amount of your gambling 
winnings.

• Losses from Ponzi-type investment schemes.
 
There are many expenses that you can’t deduct. For 
example, you can’t deduct personal living or family 
expenses. You claim allowable miscellaneous deductions 
on Schedule A, Itemized Deductions. 

For more about this topic see Publication 529, 
Miscellaneous Deductions. You can get it on IRS.gov or 
by calling 800-TAX-FORM (800-829-3676).

Additional IRS Resources: 

Tax Topic 508 – Miscellaneous Expenses

IRS YouTube Videos:

Standard Versus Itemized Deductions – English | Spanish 
| ASL

IRS Podcasts:

Standard Versus Itemized Deductions – English | Spanish

Ask The Expert
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