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A Message From The President
Christmas Wishes and New Year’s Resolutions

“Let us remember that the Christmas heart is a giving 
heart, a wide open heart that thinks of others first.”  
George Matthew Adams

As we head into 2015, which will coincidentally be my 
last year as Region XI Council President, I would like to 
share with you my Christmas wishes and my New Year’s 
resolutions.

For you, I wish for:

■Peace in your spirit,

■Prosperity in your finances, and

■The desires of your heart in the workplace and in your 
homes.

For me, I wish for:

■The vision to lead Region XI to even higher heights,

■The compassion to understand the many challenges we individually face, and

■The courage to continue to take on battles that I’m told are not my own.

And, while I am not much for making New Year’s resolutions per se, I am indeed resolved to continue to:

■Fight against bullying in the workplace,

■Fight for policies and practices that recognize the value of diversity and inclusion and that rewards 
everyone for their hard work regardless of race, ethnicity, color, religion, age, gender, or other protected 
status,

■Give our Region XI Chapters the tools they need to provide in house advocacy and career development 
training to our members and supporters year round,

■Make positive contributions to the communities Region XI encompasses, and  

■Establish BIG as a household name.

Member of  The Week: Beverly Alford, Edward Woods Jr. COPS Chapter
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I have learned so much about myself, about you, about this organization that we love, and about our government, as I have served you 
from the position of President these past 3 years.  I am committed to using those lessons learned to equip myself to be an even better 
leader.  I am committed to using those lessons learned to continue to move forward the very important mission of BIG.  And, I am 
particularly committed to using those lessons learned to ring in 2015 with a BIG bang as we all continue throughout the year to serve 
this nation from our very important positions as public servants.

In this most beautiful time of year, may you be happy, healthy, and have a home filled with love.

Best wishes for a joyous holiday season,

Shirley A. Jones, Esq.
Region XI Council President

RXI Weekly DISCLAIMER: The information contained herein is for the sole purpose of 
information and education. All information published online by the BIG 

Region XI is subject to change without notice. BIG Region XI is not 
responsible for errors, accuracy or use of the information contained herein.

Region XIRegion XI
Combined Federal CampaignCombined Federal Campaign

#59123#59123

Educating our ChildrenEducating our Children
* * * * * * If not YOU, then WHO? * If not YOU, then WHO? * * ** *

Donate at little as Donate Now!
$25.00, $50.00 or $75.00

You can donate via payroll deduction, which is one of the best 
ways to contribute, or you can donate by credit card, debit card, 

(Using the following online tools)

eCheck, cash, or check. Remember to retain a copy of your 
pledge for tax purposes. It’s quick and simple to participate in 
the CFCNCA. complete your paper pledge form or give online 
at www.cfcnca.org. 

Rochelle Bryant
Blacks In Government
Region XI Council
Treasurer

Region XIRegion XI
Blacks In Government Blacks In Government ##5912359123

www.bigrxi.org
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Region XI MLK Day of Service – Monday, January 19, 2015

Region XI will once again support the Montgomery County Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service hosted by the 
Montgomery County (MD) Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated. The event will occur on 
Monday, January 19, 2015 at the Silver Spring Civic Center (1 Veterans Place, Silver Spring, MD) from 10am - 12 
noon. 
 
At the 2014 MLK Day of Service, Region XI Council and five chapters contributed greatly to the event's success 
by coordinating six of the 15 projects executed by 402 men, women and children that joined together to serve 
their community and honor Dr. King's legacy.   These projects benefitted many, such as our military men and 
women, children in foster care, the homeless, domestic violence victims, cancer patients and senior citizens.
 
The MLK Day of Service was a great opportunity for Region XI of Blacks in Government to demonstrate one of 
the things we do best, which is to serve our communities.  I am asking that each chapter consider coordinating a 
project during the 2015 MLK Day of Service. Your chapter can come up with your own service project idea or 
select from the growing list of service projects that are listed here (as of 11/19/2014). Please note that the event 
host can subsidize some portion of the projects; however, those projects that are subsidized must benefit a non-
profit organization in Montgomery County, MD. Your project requests should be submitted to Erin Duggins at 
mlkserviceday@mcacdst.org no later than December 31, 2014. Feel free to contact Erin with any questions that 
you may have at (202) 712-0544. 
 
Please share this event with family and friends.   It is a great event for all and middle/high school aged children in 
Montgomery County can earn student service learning (SSL) hours, which are needed to graduate. 
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CHAPTER SUCCESSES
REGION XI IS ALWAYS DOING BIG THINGS

 Success stories describing your chapter's recent successes through 2014 are greatly appreciated as we show BIG's 
value added in the community and in the workplace.  While we may not have the space to run full page stories we would 
love to highlight your successes through photos and/or a summary of your chapters successes. Chapter successes may 
include but not limited to scholarship activities, fundraisers, special events and community service.  Please submit your 

chapter success stories to the below address. 
SUBMIT TO: GIFTEDREGION@GMAIL.COM

   

Sankofa Chapter

Photo on the Left: Edward Woods Jr. 
COPS BIG Chapter President Beverly 
Alford pins a BIG lapel pin on Attorney 
General Eric Holder during a meeting 
with DOJ Affinity Groups.

Photo on the Right:  Sankofa Chapter 
President Betty Parker joins Beverly 
Alford and Attorney General Holder in 
photograph at event.

 

REGION XI IS ALWAYS DOING BIG THINGS 

Blacks In Government  Sankofa Chapter, FBI, sponsored a 
Sloppy Joe CFC event  on Wednesday, December, 17, 
2014.  The proceeds from the fundraiser will be donated to 
a local charity.
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Task Force on 21st Century Policing

By: Heather J Foster, Public Engagement Advisor

White House Office of Public Engagement

The  recent events in Ferguson, Staten Island, Cleveland 
and around the  country have highlighted the 
importance of strong, collaborative relationships 
between local police and the communities they protect. 
This afternoon President Obama signed an Executive 
Order establishing the Task Force on 21st Century 
Policing. In the coming weeks the Department of Justice 
will work with the Task Force to engage a variety of 
stakeholders and convene listening sessions that will 
allow a public comment process.  Below is the actual 
press release.

THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

December 18, 2014

 

Today the President will sign an Executive Order to 
create the Task Force on 21st Century Policing and 
announce its members. The Task Force is part of the 
Administration's efforts to strengthen community 
policing and strengthen trust among law enforcement 
officers and the communities they serve. The Task Force 
will be chaired by Philadelphia Police Commissioner 
Charles H. Ramsey, who also serves as President of the 
Major Cities Chiefs Police Association, and Laurie 
Robinson, professor of Criminology, Law and Society at 
George Mason University and former Assistant Attorney 
General for DOJ's Office of Justice Programs.

 

The Task Force will include law enforcement 
representatives, community leaders, academics, and 
youth leaders. Ron Davis, Director of DOJ's Community 
Oriented Policing Services (COPS) Office will serve as 
the Executive Director of the Task Force under the 
direction of the co-chairs. The Task Force will examine, 
among other issues, how to strengthen public trust and 
foster strong relationships between local law 
enforcement and the communities that they protect, 
while also promoting effective crime reduction. The 
Executive Order directs the Task Force to prepare a 
report and recommendations to be presented to the 
President. An initial report will be due to the President 
in March.

The taskforce will engage with Federal, State, tribal, 
local officials, technical advisors, young leaders, and 
nongovernmental organizations through meetings and 
21st century technology to provide a transparent process 
to engage with the public. The Task Force will convene 
listening sessions where they will hear testimony, 
including proposed recommendations for consideration, 
from invited witnesses and also receive comments and 
questions from the public. The first session will be held 
in Washington D.C. in mid-January. Subsequent listening 
sessions and additional outreach details, including the 
online public comment process, is forthcoming.

Read More : http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/
2014/12/18/president-creates-task-force-21st-century-
policing

Ask The Expert 
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